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BOSWORTH BATTLEFIELD HERITAGE CENTRE

ROSE LAYING CEREMONY
SATURDAY 22 AUGUST 2026
10:30-11:00 AM
ORDER OF SERVICE
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O God of truth and justice, we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, especially King Richard III, and those whose names we will never know. Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world, and grant us dignity as we pray for those who wish us harm. As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your future; for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever. Amen.
Reverend Kim Ford invites Madam Chairman of Leicestershire County Council, Mrs Linda Danks to say a few words.
Reverend Kim gives the Blessing

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, the King and the Commonwealth and all people, unity, peace and concord, and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all and remain with you always. Amen.

As we gather to remember and commemorate the Battle of Bosworth, Reverend Kim Ford, Area Dean Sparkenhoe West, welcomes us:

‘We meet in the presence of God to remember and commemorate those who died on this day in 1485 at the Battle of Bosworth.

We remember in sorrow those whose lives ended at this place and those whose families were torn apart through death and suffering. We pray for our nation whose history was altered at this place; we repent of our continued need for armed conflict and war, and commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith for reconciliation between the nations, that all people may, together, live in freedom, justice and peace’.

‘Mrs Charlotte Pallett of the County’s Heritage Team will now remind us of the Battle of Bosworth.’

‘Mrs Julia Langham, Membership Officer of the Richard III Society will reply.’
Reverend Kim invites roses to be laid at the sundial, during which ‘In Memoriam Ricardus Rex’ will be sung by Gaudeamus. 
Deputy Lieutenant, Mr Lars Tharp DL will lead the Rose laying.
Reverend Kim reads from Psalm 27.

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.

Reverend Kim leads us in prayer:
Let us pray for all those affected by the Battle of Bosworth, and subsequent conflict:

For Richard, King of England Lord, have mercy
For Henry Tudor, King of England Lord, have mercy

For soldiers killed in battle at Bosworth, each one remembered by, and known to God Lord, have mercy

For the families of those killed and injured Lord, have mercy

For our nation, and especially Charles our King Lord, have mercy

For all those service men and women still dying in the violence of war Lord, have mercy
For those who love them in death as in life Lord, have mercy

For peace-makers and peace-keepers, who seek to keep this world secure and free; Lord, have mercy

For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, political, military and religious; asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for reconciliation and peace. Lord, have mercy
Reverend Kim ends the ceremony with a blessing:

May God give you
his comfort and his peace,
his light and his joy,
in this world and the next;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen
