The Weapons Wall
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1. Arrows: Arrows for a long bow were usually 32-inches (81cms) long* with different shaped iron heads to use on different targets, whether human or animal, armoured or unarmoured.  These are all called ‘long bodkins’ and were made to pierce armour. These examples are all long bodkins, designed to pierce padded, mail and leather armour during combat.
[*based on the average length of the arrows on Henry VIII’s ship the Mary Rose, in 1545]

2. Long Bow: The bow was usually around 6 feet (1.8 metres) tall when straight, and could shoot up to 250 metres depending on the weight of the draw (the pressure behind the wood when it was bent). A good archer shooting a medium weight bow could loose (shoot) 12 arrows in a minute.

3. Pole Axe: Usually used by knights and other rich men.  When used with force, the stiff-armour-piercing spike could be used in different ways to fight other people on foot.  The length of this weapon depends on the height of who was using it (usually 4-6.5 feet.)
   
4. Double-edged Dagger: This dagger was worn by foot soldiers for fighting at close quarters and was also a useful knife.

5. War Hammer: Used as a one -handed blunt weapon, usually by fighters on horseback.  This was the only weapon that could get between plate armour and break bones. 
6. Bodkin Crossbow Bolts (also known as Quarrels): These easily pierced mail and crushed bones – often leading the victim to bleed to death.  These bodkin blades show squared metal spikes, while traditional ‘broadhead blades’ had 2-4 sharp blades to deliver a wide cutting edge. Later medieval crossbows were often winch-drawn (not pulled back by hand) and were powerful, but slow to reload.

7. Halberd: Believed to the weapon that killed Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth, based on the wounds to his skull. It is longer than a poleaxe and has a sharp head to cutting through horses and uncovered body parts.

8. Hanger: With a single edged blade and curved knuckle guard, the sword was used by poorer soldiers who couldn’t pay for leather, mail or other items to protect their hands. 

9. Glaive: This came from France and was used against soldiers on horseback.  We think the word either comes from the Latin ‘gladius’ or Celtic ‘cladivos’, which both mean ‘sword’.  The blade was about 18 inches and the pole was around 7 feet long. 

10. Flanged Mace: The word ‘mace’ come from the French word ‘masse’, a shortened form of ‘masse d’armes’ which translates to ‘large hammer.’ This example has a short metal haft (handle). The flanges (sticking out bits) are designed to bite into the target for the biggest force of hit.  Round maces usually bounced off curved armour.
11. Cross Bow: Historians disagree whether the bow or the crossbow was better at firing long-distance, but the design of the crossbow is very interesting.
12. Iron (or Lead) Shot: The introduction of gunpowder artillery (weapons) at this point in history was useful for scaring the enemy, but didn’t always cause a lot of damage, other than to walls.  34 pieces of iron and lead shot have been found so far here at Bosworth, the most of any battlefield site in the UK.

13. Flanged Mace: Another example of a flanged mace featuring a longer wooden handle and a smaller but sharper head. These sorts of maces were made as it was difficult for swords to get through new plate armour, meaning that they weren’t practical weapons for fighting on foot. 

14. Halberd: This example has a flat blade and a wider spike than our other example (7). The flat blade would be good for blunt force trauma (‘punching’ with the weapon, without stabbing), while still being able to cut and slash. 
15. War Sword:  This was meant to be used with two hands, but was light enough for one hand, if needed.  The narrow blade makes it easier to move the sword.  Some parts of the sword are more for decoration, as it was used by the richer soldiers (nobility).  When plate armour was invented, swords weren’t practical for fighting but these were still used to impress if fighting in a dual. 
16. Pole Axe: This example has small differences from the other pole axe on display here (3.) It has a darker steel and a differently shaped and seemingly heavier axe, as well as a spike on the bottom end of the wooden handle.

17. Rondel Dagger: Worn around the waist and used by anyone from commoners to kings. It had uses in everyday life as well as the battlefield, the medieval version of a Swiss army knife.
 
18. War Bill: When peasant farmers were called to war, the billhook, a farming tool, was re-made to put a spike on the end.  It could pull the enemy forwards and off-balance, to then strike again.  A source from 1599 claims that the black bill should be 5 or 6 feet long while a forest bill should be 8 to 9 feet.

19. Arming Sword: A one-handed sword usually used with a shield.  It was the main type of sword used before the hand-and-a-half sword which could be used in one or both hands. 

20. Double-edged Rondell Dagger: This rondel dagger is very similar to a double-edged dagger.
21. Tiller Gun: This is an early example of an iron tiller gun, used from ramparts or on ships. It wasn’t very effective, but it marked the start of gunpowder warfare.

22. Crossbow Bolts: These short, chisel-ended crossbow bolts are ideal for piercing heavy armour.


