Suggested activity for weapons wall:
Activity 1:  Show pupils the picture of the weapons.  On flashcards, write the name of the weapon (you can include a brief description for additional support).  Ask students to match up the name to the weapon.  Answers are on the sheet.

Activity 2:  Fact finding quiz.  Pupils find the correct weapon to match the description below:
Which weapon…
a. …Was said to have killed Richard III?
b. …Scared the enemy but was most effective at damaging walls?
c. …Is said to have marked the start of gunpowder warfare?
d. … Was used by poor farmers?
e. … Could loose 12 arrows per minute in skilled hands?
f. … Comes from an old word for ‘sword’?
g. … Was later used to show off dualling skills?
h. … Was usually used with a shield
i. …Was made due to swords struggling to get through plate armour?
j. … Was usually used by soldiers on horseback?
k. …  Was the medieval equivalent of a Swiss army knife?
l. … Was used by poorer soldiers who couldn’t pay for extra hand protection?
m. … Could pierce armour and crush bones?
n. … Was a long weapon used by richer soldiers?



Activity 2 – answers
a – 7 (Halberd)		b – 12 (iron or lead shot)		c – 21 (tiller gun)
d – 18 (war bill)		e – 2 (long bow)			f – 9 (glaive)
g – 15 (war sword)		h – 19 (arming sword)		i – 13 (flanged mace)
j – 5 (war hammer)		k – (rondel dagger)			l – 8 (hanger)
m – 6 (Bodkin crossbow bolts)	n – 3 (pole axe)

Activity 3:  Weapon ranking.  (Teacher may choose which weapons to include/ omit).  Pupils rank the weapons from wealthiest soldier to poorest soldier/ causing most damage to least damage, or categorise according to how heavy/ difficult/ new/ old they might be.
Activity 4:  Weapons impact.  Pupils decide which weapon they would prefer to have if they were fighting.  They will need to consider weight/ ease of use/ necessity of training as well as impact!  You might also want to sort them into ‘classes’ (e.g:  nobility/ mercenaries/ farmers/ peasants etc), or get them to justify/ debate their choices.

