Finding Bosworth Battlefield 
In 2005 Leicestershire County Council used a grant from the National Lottery Fund to start a landscape and historical survey to find Bosworth Battlefield.

The Battle was fought on the 22nd August 1485 and is important because King Richard III was killed, ending a very long line of Plantagenet kings, and started a new dynasty under Henry Tudor (Henry VII). Henry VII’s son and his granddaughters and grandson brought huge change to England and Britain, some which still affect us today.

By 2001 there were four main theories as to where the battle actually took place, as there were very few accounts at the time of the Battle which gave helpful location information. 

[image: image18.png]



Historical Records Review
To understand more about what happened at the Battle of Bosworth and how battles were fought at the time, experts looked at all the surviving written documents from the late medieval period, when the battle took place. There are only a few detailed accounts of the battle, and they all say slightly different things.
Historic Terrain Survey

To understand how large armies were able to move around to fight a battle in the area, it was important to understand what the landscape looked like in 1485. Was there a marsh and where, were there trees and rivers in the way of the armies?

To work this out archaeologists and geographers undertook the following tasks:
1. fieldwalking, using 10m X 30m traverse and stint over ploughed fields looking for 15th century pottery, so show that they were being farmed and manured. In medieval times household waste and animal waste was put together in piles then spread out across fields to make them more fertile for growing crops. 
     2.  a thorough investigation of all historic maps of the area – including a
          search for previously unknown maps. A lot of early maps of 
          Leicestershire show the Battlefield area between Shenton, Sutton 
          Cheney, Upton and Dadlington.
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            Some of the maps from the 1600s and 1700s showing the battlefield.

2. a soil sampling survey to locate areas of former marsh land which might have laid down peat. Finding a marsh was important as Richard III is said to have been stuck in a marsh before he was killed.
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Taking a core sample to look for peat deposits. Peat is made up of twigs and roots which can be dated.

4.  Studying surviving earthworks and old photos of the medieval ridge and furrow patterns, which were used at the time to divide up the crop fields between families. In theory, if there was no ridge and furrow showing up in old photos, then there may have been woodland, meadow or marshland in that location. 
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 5. Field name survey. Over time many fields were marked on maps and in documents with specific names. Sometimes these names tell you what the fields were like or were used for in the past. In our area a lot of them had names associated with marshland, such as Fen Hole, Fomer and Moorey Leys. The low-lying area to the south west of the Battlefield Centre was crossed by a Roman road, now called the Fenn Lanes.
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Some of the field names from the area.
Metal-detecting Survey

With permission from the 25 landowners over the wide survey area, a metal-detecting survey was started. We felt that finding metal objects, such as arrowheads (iron) bits of armour (iron) belt and armour buckles and fittings (bronze) and equipment such as spurs (bronze or iron) would show us where the soldiers were fighting as they would have these things broken off them and they would fall to the ground.
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A member of the Survey Team with his metal detector and spade. Each signal had to be dug to see what the object was that caused it. Thousands of bits of modern rubbish were found in this way.

This involved a careful survey of ploughed fields using a grid system. The location of all finds recovered was recorded using GPS devices.  This is the best method of locating and recording metal objects relating to the battle as we could then locate each location on a map. 
Four broad groups of battle related material were expected: a thin scatter of small domestic and military items from Richard’s suggested camp, up on Ambion Hill, at least two dense groups of iron arrowheads from the archery (which should show the locations of the battle formations at the start of the battle), a potentially wide but dense scatter of dress accessories and weapon fragments associated with the front line combat, and a thin scatter of the same from the route taken by Richard’s army as they ran away, chased by the Tudor soldiers.
In fact, no iron arrow heads were ever found, because they had rusted away,  and only a very small number of dress accessories (buckles, belt fittings, badges etc) were found during in the survey, along with some horse harness fittings. 
By 2009, after hundreds of hours of metal-detecting, the team thought that they would never find firm evidence of the Battle of Bosworth.
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Areas of surveyed land early in 2008.

However, when they looked a little further west, they started finding cannonballs. Lead shot of different sizes, which had been fired across the battlefield in 1485. This was very exciting for the team.

Also in this area a badge was found in the shape of a boar, Richard III’s personal symbol. It was made of silver and once had a gold coating. Although it was damaged, it was very important as it might show where Richard III was killed in the battle.
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Close by, the soil scientists discovered a marshy area which survived from the medieval period. Was this the marsh that Richard’s horse got stuck in?

In 2010 the Survey Team announced the Bosworth Battlefield had been rediscovered, and there was international interest in the story as the Battle is so famous.
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The survey finished in 2012 with 34 lead cannonballs having been found. Some of the larger cannonballs have iron or stone inside them.
In 2016 seven more cannonballs were found and in 2023 another was found, creating a really long spread over 1.5km long and nearly 1km wide.
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This map shows where all the cannon balls were found, what they were made of (as well as lead) and how big they were.
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An original cannon from the 1480s, like those used at Bosworth to fire some of the smaller shot.

So where was the Battle of Bosworth fought?
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We still don’t know exactly what happened in the Battle, because the accounts are not very accurate, and not finding arrowheads means that we can’t be sure where the armies were standing. However, based on the scatter of cannon balls, this this map shows a suggested layout of the beginning of the Battle.
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