Finding Bosworth Battlefield questions
1.  Which famous battle was fought on 22nd August 1485?  BONUS:  What were the names of the two kings?

2. The death of King Richard III marked the end of a ruling family.  What was the new era called?  BONUS:  Which family was King Richard the last of?

3. Why was it so hard to determine the exact location of the Battle?  BONUS:  Based on the map and information, where would YOU have thought the battle was?

4. What was the purpose of the historic terrain survey?  BONUS:  How do you think the landscape would have affected the movement of large armies?

5. What did the fieldwalking activity determine about how the land was used?  BONUS:  What told us that?

6. What would indicate that there was a marsh nearby?  (Try to give at least 2 examples).  BONUS:  Why were we looking for a marsh?

7. What iron and bronze objects were found?  BONUS:  What did they tell us?

8. In addition to the cannonballs, what very important object was found in 2009?  BONUS:  Why was this find so important?

9. What does the scatter of cannon balls tell us?  BONUS:  Looking at the map, which theory was the closest to the actual location?

10.  What is the most interesting fact you have learnt about the Battle of Bosworth?


Answers
1.  The Battle of Bosworth.  Bonus:  King Richard III and King Henry VII
2. The Tudor era.  BONUS:  The Plantagenets.
3. Because there weren’t many detailed accounts at the time.  BONUS:  Open for discussion!
4. To consider how the terrain might have influenced how the armies moved.  BONUS:  Pupils might think about how patches of woodland/ hills/ water etc. would have impacted an army’s ability to maintain formation.
5. It was used as farmland.  BONUS:  we were looking for 15th Century pottery, and evidence of household and animal waste used as fertiliser.
6. Peat deposits in earth sampling.  Surviving pictures/ maps of boundaries and hedgerows, as well as ridge and furrow patterns.  The old names of fields pointing to what they were used for (old words for low-lying marsh).  A search of old maps.  BONUS:  It is said that Richard III got stuck in a marsh prior to being killed.
7. Arrow heads, spurs, belt and armour buckles and fittings.  BONUS:  It shows us where soldiers were hurt, killed, gathered in large numbers or retreated.
8. A silver boar badge.  BONUS:  This was the symbol of Richard III so is likely very close to where he was killed.
9. The potential initial starting position of the armies.  BONUS:  The Foss Theory
