Romano-British discoveries during the Bosworth Battlefield Survey

The story begins back in 1995, when members of the Leicestershire Archaeology Survey Team found well worn pieces of Roman pottery in a large field on Ambion Hill. In 1999 an adult archaeology class, revisited the field and found a large number of small and badly worn pieces of Roman pottery within the topsoil. Among these was a fragment of a Roman chimney pot. 
Roman Leicestershire had lots of people living in towns and around the countryside in ordinary farms and expensive villas. This site is close to a Roman road, now known as Fenn Lane, which joined the Civitas Capital at Leicester and the fort at Mancetter.  

In October 2002 , whilst undertaking ad hoc searching for the Battlefield, a team of metal-detectorists, including members of Hinckley Search Society, investigated the same field and made some wonderful discoveries.  
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In 2004 the Ambion Historical and Archaeological Research Group continued to investigate the field and its surroundings through fieldwalking with metal-detecting. 
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Soon more exciting finds, mostly made of Bronze (a mix of copper and tin) were being made…

.

Brooches from the site.
Horse and Rider Brooches
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We believe that these brooches, which depict horses bearing helmeted and staffed riders, represent the god Mars or possibly a messenger to the gods. Mars was worshipped by soldiers and farmers. It seems that these brooches were being deposited as offerings for the gods or worn by their followers. They appear at sites across England, dated from the 250s to the 450s (from the middle to the end of Roman occupation in Britain). A total of 99 complete and broken horse and rider brooches have been found here, which is around half of all those found in England. Some of our brooches, like the last one above, are very crudely made, whilst others are very crisp. Each brooch had a pin and a catchplate (like a safety pin) on the back.
Most of the other brooches from the site (bow and plate brooches) date from the second to fourth century (100 to 450 AD), so were around at the same time as the horse and riders. Many of these brooches are unusual for normal dwelling sites and more commonly found on military sites, such as forts. The enamelled plate brooches come in lots of different shapes, including animals, such as ducks and hares. Most of them have lost their pins.
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Coins on the site
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Despite the site possibly having importance before the Roman occupation, there were no Iron Age coins found on site at all. This is very unusual as most Romano-British religious sites started before the Romans came. 

A total of 643 Roman coins were recovered from the site, which span the Roman period. The earliest coin is a denarius of Augustus issued between 2BC and AD 4 and the latest coins are a selection of extremely worn coins of the House of Theodosius, dating to the period AD 388 to 395/402. Roman coins stayed in use for a long time (like we are still using coins from Elizabeth II from the 1980s), so the presence of really early Roman coins does not mean the site was definitely in use in the first century. 
We have more coins from 275AD-318AD than anywhere else in Leicestershire. This indicates either intense activity on site, or a large coin hoard concealed within the spread. 
Evidence of manufacturing.
As well as all the finished artefacts, the site has also yielded a large collection of casting waste of Silver and bronze, so this suggests some sort of manufacturing on site, perhaps of the brooches themselves, although we have no other evidence for this yet. Brooches were made by pouring the molten bronze into clay moulds, which were formed around wax models of the brooches. The wax would melt away and the mould would be broken to reveal the bronze brooch.
Next stages of investigation.
While the metal-detected finds were adding plenty of information about the potential use of the site, we needed to answer some important questions as to what type of building they were coming from. 
Geophysics
In the 2000s archaeologists surveyed the site using machines which can detect where there are pits and ditches full of softer soil than the normal. The map below shows the many ditches that were recorded by the Geophysics survey shown in red. Some of these will be Roman, but others may be medieval. It is often hard to tell from Geophysics alone.
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Excavation
In August 2013, with funding from The Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, the Roman Research Trust, and the Association for Roman Archaeology, the University of Leicester led a three trench trial excavation on the site, targeting the circular feature (in trench 1) and the junction of the field boundaries with the likely road way (in trench 2) as shown in the Geophysical Survey.
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Romans in the area
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Spectacular finds from that event included a hand from a small bronze statue and two ‘Horse and Rider’ plate brooches dating to the second to fourth century.
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A finial in the form of an eagle, probably a staff top decoration or cart fitting. 








The foot of a votive chicken or Cockerel model. Chickens were animals sacred to the gods.








A splendid and rare Bull’s Head Bucket Mount, probably a votive offering or the complete bucket could have been used in rituals. The Portable Antiquities Scheme has only recorded 13 of these and this is the best example by far.





1st or 2nd century bow brooch   2nd century bow brooch  3rd century gilded bow brooch, round enamelled plate brooch, duck shaped enamelled plate brooch, a horse shaped enamelled plate brooch.





Several phases of Geophysical survey were undertaken, resulting in a wonderful set of data, including a clear trackway with two parallel ditches, field boundaries and an 12m diameter sub-circular feature set right in the heart of the main scatters of brooches and coins. The large red blob is caused by an electricity pylon in the field, which affected the equipment.








After extending trench 1 we discovered one side of a curving ditch, corresponding with the circular geophysical anomaly, which contained a very gently curving stone wall. Roman temples in the countryside were very often round, so, together with the coins, brooches and parts of statues, this seems likely to be a Roman Temple site.








This coin was found wedged in the foundations of the wall. It dates to 348-350, shows the emperor Constans and was minted in Trier in Germany. So this coin confirms that this building was in use in the fourth century.








The other side of the circle appears to have been ploughed away, but within it was a line of steep sided post holes with dark organic fills.








A road side ditch running along the course of the diagonal ‘tramline’ geophysical feature. Its shallower partner was also recorded.





This map shows the scatter of Roman metal finds from the battlefield survey. It must be remembered that this is the product of fairly intensive survey, but is likely to be representative of the whole area. 











