Bosworth Roman Site question sheet
Activity 1:  Match the year with the discovery
a.  We found the Bull’s Head Bucket Mount, foot of a votive chicken and the eagle finial.
b. We used geophysics to detect pits and ditches, which could be either Roman or Medieval.
c. The Leicestershire Archaeology Survey Team found Roman pottery in a field.
d. Excavation revealed a curved wall, which may be a Roman temple site.
e. An archaeology class found a fragment of a Roman chimney pot.
f. A team of metal detectorists found a hand from a small bronze statue and two horse and rider plate brooches.
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Activity 2:  Answer/ discuss the questions
1.  What could the horse and rider brooches represent?
2. Why might we think that the site was a Roman fort?
3. Why is it hard for us to work out the exact date of the settlement based on the coins that are found there?
4. What could the large number of coins found on-site mean?
5. How were the brooches manufactured?
6. Why might we think that the site was a Roman temple?

Activity 3:  Design your own Roman brooch!  You might choose to model it on an animal, or include different coloured pieces of enamel.







Answers
a. We found the Bull’s Head Bucket Mount, foot of a votive chicken and the eagle finial.  2002
b. We used geophysics to detect pits and ditches, which could be either Roman or Medieval.  2000s
c. The Leicestershire Archaeology Survey Team found Roman pottery in a field.  1995
d. Excavation revealed a curved wall, which may be a Roman temple site.  2013
e. An archaeology class found a fragment of a Roman chimney pot.  1999
f. A team of metal detectorists found a hand from a small bronze statue and two horse and rider plate brooches.  2004

Activity 2:  Answer/ discuss the questions
1.  What could the horse and rider brooches represent?  Worshipping of the god Mars, presence of farmers and/ or soldiers.  Could either be a place of worship (left as offerings) or a place where many people would wear them.
2. Why might we think that the site was a Roman fort?  A lot of the brooches found were linked to the military (forts) rather than households.
3. Why is it hard for us to work out the exact date of the settlement based on the coins that are found there?  Because the coins were in use over 2 centuries (2AD – 4AD)
4. What could the large number of coins found on-site mean?  Either there was a large Roman settlement here, or they were hoarded.
5. How were the brooches manufactured?  Molten bronze was poured into clay moulds, which were formed around wax models of the brooches.  The wax melted away and the mould would be broken.
6. Why might we think that the site was a Roman temple?  The curved wall (common for Roman temples), the presence of lots of horse and rider brooches, as well as coins and parts of statues.

